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Step-1: Object Layout

It is important to consider all aspects of visual design before you start, imagine the background and the importance it has on the presentation of the object. We chose a Gold Silk Fabric and Vacuum Sealed it to a 46”x 64” acid free Crescent Select matt board. 

 The next step was to cut and shape a acid free 3/16” foam board and place it inside the Chinese Robe, this will allow us to keep the stress of its own weight from hanging only on the sleeves and distribute the weight evenly across the inserted backboard.
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Step-2: Object Layout

We chose a Chinese Red Silk Fabric to highlight the Robe and then Vacuum Sealed it to a 46”x 64” acid free Foam board, cutout is bevel-cut and silk fabric is hand wrapped to give depth and a finished look. 

The design window opening is used to accent and outline the Robe. This also allowed us to place additional Keepsakes (Hat, Necklace and Bracelet) in the foreground to balance the amount of open space with the layout of the Robe. All keepsake pieces are carefully attached using acid free materials.
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Step-4: Frame Layout

Selection of a CMI- 3”Gold Shadow Box frame with a 1” extender was chosen to allow for the clearance needed between the 3.5” Chinese Hat and the Scratch Resistant UV-Acrylic.
Two sets of Frame sections are cut to length, (one is 46”x 64”x 3.5” and the other is 46”x 64”x 1”), each frame is prepared separately. The corners of each frame are joined with glue and placed in a corner vice; when the glue has set, each corner is then under-pinned with v-nails to insure maximum corner strength. 

After each frame was completed the two are then joined together to form one interlocked unit. After placing one onto the other they are secured by fastening them together with framing nails. 
The UV-Scratch Resistant Acrylic is cut to fit and the protective paper is removed. 
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Step-5: Frame Layout

We chose to surround the sides of the shadow box with the Chinese Red Silk Fabric and to accomplish that it needed to be Vacuum Sealed to a acid free Foam board and cut to fit the height and length of each side. 
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Step-6: Frame Layout

Each side is lined with the pre-cut lengths of acid free foam board wrapped with red silk fabric.
Acrylic is cleaned, assembly can now begin. 
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Step-7: Frame Layout

  Assemblies complete with all components secured, and then a foil-backed sealing tape is used around the edge to keep the memorabilia stable in its own air atmosphere. 
 We attached a 1/4” solid Mennonite Board to protect and strengthen the back of the frame. It also enabled us to place a Z-Bar hanger on the on length of the unit. This allows for ease of hanging the framed piece, by placing the opposite bar on the customer’s wall securely with wall anchors, the frame is securely hung when the two bars interlock the frame to wall.  
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Step-8: Frame Layout

Finishing touches are done with Guilders 14kt Gold.
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Ready to Hang
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